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Household: With the exception of the Congregate Care Safety Assessment, SDM assessments are completed on 
“households.” Generally, a household is all the people living under one roof (or in one apartment, etc.). In SDM, a 
household is defined as a group of people who have significant in-home contact with the child, such as those 
individuals who have a familial or intimate relationship with any person in the home (but who may not physically live in the 
home themselves).  This may include a parent’s boyfriend or girlfriend, or it may include a relative whom the legal parent 
allows to make parenting and caregiving decisions.  A child may be a member of two (2) households if, for example, they 
have two (2) legal parents who live separately and the child spends time with each legal parent, or if they reside with a 
legal guardian but also spends time with a legal parent. 1 It does not matter which household is the household in which the 
child spends more time. Sometimes, more than one (1) household can live under one (1) roof (e.g., mom and her children 
live with a maternal aunt and her children).  

A non-resident is a household member if they have a familial or intimate relationship with an adult living with the child 
AND have significant in-home contact with the child (e.g., a person who spends 50% or more time, on average, in the 
household but who may not actually live there); and a resident is not a household member if they function separately from 
the child (e.g., a tenant in the residence who does not spend time with child). 

Caregiver: 1 An adult, parent, or guardian in the household who provides care and supervision for the child. 
Caregivers are designated as Primary or Secondary in SDM.   

To complete an SDM assessment, first determine who is a caregiver and who is a household member. For example: 

Example Circumstance Caregiver? Household Member? 
Mother’s live-in boyfriend who never provides care for child  NO YES 
Mother’s live-in boyfriend who sometimes babysits  YES YES 
Mother’s boyfriend who doesn’t live there, but spends lots of 
time there and sometimes babysits  YES YES 

Mother’s ex-boyfriend who no longer contacts her  NO NO 
Uncle who visits occasionally and babysat once in the past 
12 months NO NO 

Then, if there is more than one (1) caregiver, determine who is the Primary and Secondary caregiver.  Consider: 

1. Is the caregiver the legal parent? 
2. Does the caregiver have more than 50% of the parenting responsibilities? 
3. Is the caregiver the alleged perpetrator? 2 
4. If both caregivers are alleged perpetrators, which caregiver is alleged in the most severe/concerning allegation? 

Circumstance The Primary Caregiver is: The Secondary Caregiver is: 

Two (2) legal parents 
living together  
 

The parent who provides the most (i.e., 51%) child 
care/supervision (Note: A primary caregiver must have 
legal responsibility for the child). 
 
If care/supervision is precisely 50/50, select the alleged 
perpetrator as Primary. If both are alleged perpetrators, 
select the caregiver contributing the most to 
abuse/neglect as Primary.  (If there is no alleged 
perpetrator or both contributed equally, pick either).  

The other legal parent 

Single parent, no other 
adult in household  The only parent None 

Single parent and any 
other adult living in 
household  

 
The only legal parent 

 

Another adult in the household 
who contributes the most to care 
of the child. If none of the other 
adults contribute to child care, 
there is no Secondary caregiver.  

Non-Custodial Parents 

If the alleged perpetrator is a non-custodial parent, also assess the custodial parent if there is 
an allegation of failure to protect. If a child is being removed from a custodial parent, also 
assess any non-custodial parent identified if they will receive family reunification (FR) 
services. 
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Once the Primary and Secondary caregiver(s) is/are determined, keep these roles consistent throughout future SDM 
assessments (i.e., do not switch them around). 
1 For a CWS/CMS Referral in WebSDM, only one (1) household can be assessed on each Risk Assessment. If a child is a 
member of two (2) households and there are allegations in both households, CSWs should complete a Risk Assessment 
on both households – starting with the most concerning household’s Risk Assessment first. A second, blank Risk 
Assessment can be printed (a paper form) from within WebSDM, completed manually, and added to the investigation 
documentation; or, after a referral is promoted to a case, an additional Risk Assessment can be created for the CWS/CMS 
Case in WebSDM.   

A caregiver is not to be confused with a Substitute Care Provider (SCP), which is a person providing out-of-home care 
to children, including resource family homes (RFHs), approved relatives or nonrelated extended family members, licensed 
foster homes, foster family homes (FFHs), and/or small family homes (SFHs). For allegations against SCPs, use the SCP 
Safety Assessment, but do not use the SDM Risk Assessment for referral allegations against Substitute Care Providers 
(SCPs) as it was designed specifically for parents/guardians (i.e., “caregivers”). For allegations involving group homes 
(including enhanced behavioral support homes and minor-parent programs), Short-Term Residential Therapeutic 
Programs (STRTPs), residential treatment facilities, Transitional Housing Placement Programs (THPPs), use the Safety 
Assessment for Congregate Care.   
2 Always assess the household where the alleged perpetrator lives (i.e., the household in which the child 
abuse/neglect incident is alleged). This may be the child’s primary residence if it is also the residence of the alleged 
perpetrator, or the household of a non-custodial parent if that is the residence of the alleged perpetrator.   

                                                   vs.                         

 

SDM Risk Assessments should not be completed for:  
• Allegations in out-of-home care 
• New referrals on open cases 
• Sexual exploitation referrals involving only third-party perpetrators 
• Child fatalities with no other child(ren) in the home 

 

For further information, please refer to the Evident Change SDM definitions or the pdf version of the Evident Change SDM 
Policy and Procedures Manual online. 

https://ca.sdmdata.org/
https://ca.sdmdata.org/
https://ca.sdmdata.org/
https://ca.sdmdata.org/Definitions
https://ca.sdmdata.org/documents/CA%20SDM%20PP%20Manual.pdf
https://ca.sdmdata.org/documents/CA%20SDM%20PP%20Manual.pdf
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.limaohio.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F54%2F2018%2F10%2Fweb1_deer-in-road-2.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.limaohio.com%2Fnews%2F322711%2Fnow-is-peak-time-for-deer-car-crashes&docid=8GStUQhEMOBkkM&tbnid=a2haQ6WdxtBTZM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwikxKGj0uniAhUTuZ4KHSOTC8EQMwiMASgbMBs..i&w=640&h=457&safe=active&bih=538&biw=1229&q=deer%20in%20the%20road&ved=0ahUKEwikxKGj0uniAhUTuZ4KHSOTC8EQMwiMASgbMBs&iact=mrc&uact=8

